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saltpetre houses, and a large row of cells, or houses, to
protect their galleys from the weather. Over the gate,
as we go out, is a room full of great and small guns,
some of which discharge six times at once. Then, there
is a court full of cannon, "bullets, chains, grapples, grena-
does, etc., and over that arms for 800,000 men, and by
themselves arms for 400, taken from some that were in
a plot against the state; together with weapons of offense
and defense for sixty-two ships; thirty-two pieces of ord-
nance, on carriages taken from the Turks, and one pro-
digious mortar-piece. In a word, it is not to be reckoned
up what this large place contains of this sort. There
were now twenty-three galleys, and four galley-grossi, of
100 oars to a side. The whole arsenal is walled about,
and may be in compass about three miles, with twelve
towers for the watch, besides that the sea environs it,
The workmen, who are ordinarily 500, march out in
military order, and every evening receive their pay
through a small hole in the gate where the governor
lives.

The next day, I saw a wretch executed, who had mur-
dered his master, for which he had his head chopped off
by an ax that slid down a frame of timber, between the
two tall columns in St. Mark's piazza, at the sea-brink;
the executioner striking on the ax with a beetle; and
so the head fell off the block.

Hence, by Gudala, we went to see Grimani's Palace,
the portico whereof is excellent work. Indeed, the world
cannot show a city of more stately buildings, considering
the extent of it, all of square stone, and as chargeable
in their foundations as superstructure, being all built on
piles at an immense cost. We returned home by the
church of St Johanne and Paulo, before which is, in
copper, the statue of Bartolomeo Colone, on horseback,
double gilt, on a stately pedestal, the work of Andrea
Verrochio, a Florentine. This is a very fine church, and
has in it many rare altarpieces of the best masters, es-
pecially that on the left hand, of the Two Friars slain,
which is of Titian.

The day after, being Sunday, I went over to St.
George's to the ceremony of the schismatic Greeks, who
are permitted to have their church, though they are at
defiance with Rome. They allow no carved images, but magazine of hemp. Opposite these, are the
